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1615 N. 18th St. Bismarck, ND 58501 

701-255-1039  †  www.oursaviourwels.org 

Pastor Thomas M. Moldenhauer 

pastor.moldenhauer@gmail.com  †  920-285-2881 

WELCOME  

God welcomes you no matter who you are – and so do we. Thank you for joining us in God’s house 
today. Whether you are a first-time guest, a friend or relative of a member, or a curious observer 
from a different religious background, we are delighted to be with you in worship.  

A NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP 

We believe that Jesus is the Savior of all. By his life, death, and resurrection Jesus saves all sinners 
simply because he loves us. That is called the gospel, and it’s the good news on every page of 
God’s Word. Therefore, the Bible is not just information about God or rules from God, but the 
saving power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts and restore our lives.  Lutheran 
worship places this good news at the center of the worship service with an order called liturgy.  In 
both the Word and sacrament (Means of Grace), in specifically selected Scripture readings, and in 
carefully crafted and often ancient songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good 
news of Jesus from start to finish. 

Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly (including 
children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is printed out entirely. If a song is 
not found in this service folder, it can be found in the red hymnal located in front of you. Parts 
marked  L  are spoken or sung by the worship leader, and the parts marked  C  and printed in bold 
are spoken or sung by the congregation. 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

• Quiet Bags are for any parents with small children. They are on a stand in the back of church. 

• Weekly News & Notes are printed in the back of this worship folder.  

• Restrooms are to the left as you walk out the back of church or in the basement.  

• Website: oursaviourwels.org 

OUR CHURCH BODY 

Our Saviour’s proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the world as a 

member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (wels.net). We are 

united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 

Synod, as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

http://www.oursaviourwels.org/
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THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

Forty days ago, the darkness of Lent was dispelled when light of Easter. For forty 
days, the Church has cried, “Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!” But forty days after 
Jesus rose from the dead, he departed from his disciples and was enthroned with 
glory and power in heaven. From heaven he rules all things as our Lord and King. 
Today (though the festival was this past Thursday) we celebrate the day he ascended 
(“went up”) to glory. But he promised not to leave his disciples alone. He promised 
to send them the Holy Spirit. They waited ten more days, and then on the Festival of 
Pentecost (“fiftieth day”) they saw Jesus’ promise made good. Next Sunday, we will 
celebrate that 50th day, the day of Pentecost.  

WORSHIP SERIES 

 

April 8 –  Doubt is Rolled Away  

April 15 –  Ignorance is Rolled Away  

April 22 –  Christian Education - Great Plains Lutheran  HS 

April 29 –  Separation is Rolled Away 

May 6 –  Hatred is Rolled Away (Confirmation) 

May 13 –  Selfishness is Rolled Away (Ascension) 

 

There are many things in life that we wish would be gone forever.  If only we could find a way to 
get rid of a few of these things, then life would be better.  On Easter there was more than just a 
stone that was rolled away.  Every evil that plagues us was rolled away by a Savior who conquered 
sin and Satan forever.  Now, nothing can separate us from our God and the home we have with 
him in heaven.  This week we see Jesus go back to heaven, but he has not left us alone.  He 
ascended because his work of salvation was done; the victory was won.  Now, he sits on heaven’s 
throne to watch over his people and rule all things for our eternal good.  With this kind of 
assurance all selfish thoughts and loneliness is rolled away.  We don’t have to look out for 
ourselves, Jesus is doing that.  Instead, we can use his good news and his blessings for others in 
hopes that more will come to faith in the living and ruling Savior.  

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding & Preaching  Pastor Tom Moldenhauer 
Organist Jim Fors 
Ushers  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens and at God’s right hand 
you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your 
command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 
PRESERVICE MUSIC & PASTOR’S WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns  | 341 

Please stand. 

GATHERING  

 L   In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit.  

 C   (spoken) Amen.  

 L   Christ is risen!.  

 C   He is risen indeed! 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 L   We are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 

 C   Christ died for all that those who live should no longer lived for 

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

 L   In the presence of God and one another, let us confess that we have often 

lived for ourselves.  We repent with complete confidence in the forgiveness 
of him who lived, died, and rose for us. 

 C   Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.  

  For faithless worrying and selfish pride,  
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do,  

You should cast me away from your presence forever.  
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

ABSOLUTION   

 L   If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 

 C  But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those 
who have fallen asleep. 

 
2 Corinthians 

5:14,15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 
15:17,20 
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 L   Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word 
of Christ through his called servant:  

 I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son   and of 
the Holy Spirit. Christ is risen! 

 C  He is risen indeed!  

SONG OF PRAISE This is the Feast of Victory  | 265 v 1, 3  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the 
season of Easter 
the church 
rejoices in the 
victory over 
death won for 
her by Christ. 
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THE WORD  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 L   Let us pray. 

Pastor says the Prayer of the Day (at the bottom of page 3). 

 C  (spoken) Amen. 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited up front for a brief devotion with Pastor.  

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself 
to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them 
over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, 
while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave 
Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak 
about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit.”  

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel?”  

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set 
by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth.”  

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 
from their sight.  

10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 
men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you 
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”   

 L   The Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God! 

The Prayer of the 
Day for Ascension 
was words which 

The Venerable 
Bede spoke as he 

died on this 
festival day in 735 
AD. These words 

flow from the 
texts of 

Ascension and 
prepare us for the 
work of the Spirit 
as he blesses us in 

them.   
 
 

Christ ascends 
giving his mission 

that removes 
selfish motives 

but provides 
service to the 

ends of the earth 
until Jesus 

returns. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 47 
Congregation sings the refrains and speaks the verses responsively with Pastor. 

 C  Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L   Clap your hands, all you nations;  

 C  shout to God with cries of joy. 

 L   How awesome is the LORD Most High,  

 C   the great King over all the earth! 

 L   God reigns over the nations; 

 C  God is seated on his holy throne. 

 L   God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 

 C  the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets. 

 L   Sing praises to God, sing praises; 

 C  sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

 L   For God is the King of all the earth; 

 C  sing to him a psalm of praise. 

 C   Refrain 

SECOND READING Ephesians 4:7-16 

 7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is 
why it says:  

“When he ascended on high,  
he took many captives  
and gave gifts to his people.” 

9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the 
lower, earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher 
than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)  

 

Christ is raised, so 
in him all are 
raised. 
 
 
 
 

Psalms have 
been used in 
worship by 
God’s people 
since he inspired 
them to be 
written in the 
Old Testament.  
 
Psalm 47 was 
inspired by God 
around 1000 
years before 
Jesus ascended.    
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11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the 
pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body 
of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ.  

14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness 
of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will 
grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, 
Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.  

 L   The Word of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 

HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  |   171 v 1, 2 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL Luke 24:44-53 

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and 
the Psalms.”  

45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in 
his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city 
until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 
and blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up 
into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

 L  The Gospel of our Lord. 

 C   Thanks be to God! 

Please be seated. 

HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  |   171 v 3 - 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus’ ascension 
does not cause a 
selfish response 

among his 
followers.  

Rather, we have 
reason to 

worship and 
serve. 
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SERMON Ephesians 4:7-16 

Jesus’ Ascension Means It’s Time for Ministry. 

Please stand. 

HYMN A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing  |   171 v 6 

Please be seated. 

THANK OFFERING 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

The members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Bismarck 
and throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated 
to participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

Please help us be a friendly church by taking a moment to fill out the Friendship Register 
located at the end of the pew.  

As the offering is brought to the altar, please stand. 

RECEPTION INTO MEMBERSHIP 

Nicholas and April Ulrich, Henry 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Throughout the prayer, when Pastor says, “Lord, in your mercy…” the congregation 
responds by saying, “Hear our prayer.” 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

 C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Please be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Christ High-Ascended  | #558 

From 673-735 AD, 
lived an 
Englishman known 
to history as the 
Venerable Bede. 
He was a devout 
man of God.  He 
divided history 
into BC (“before 
Christ”) and AD 
(“anno Domini,” 
which is Latin 
meaning “in the 
year of our Lord”).   
He died on May 26, 
735, which was the 
Festival of 
Ascension that 
year.  
This hymn is 
ascribed to him 
and clearly 
outlines the 
importance of our 
Lord’s ascension.   
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Please stand. 

 L   Lord God, your power amazes us and motivates us.  Help us be faithful 

supporters and bold witnesses until our King returns on the last day to take 
us to your heavenly kingdom. We pray through Jesus Christ our King, who 
rose to life and reigns eternally with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 C  Amen. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26 

 L   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Aaronic 
Blessing has been 

spoken over 
God’s people 
since the Old 

Testament.  God 
watched over his 
people then and  

the ascended 
Lord still does 

today.  Be at 
peace in God’s 

loving arms. 
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NEWS & NOTES 
  
THIS WEEK 
Today –  Worship @ 9am 
  Bible Hour @ 10:15am 
Monday -  Bible Basics @ 7pm 
Wednesday –  Bible Night @ 6 pm  
(An adult and women’s study, Catechism class, 
and childcare at the Redeemer campus in 
Mandan) 
Thursday –  Elders @ 1pm 
Sunday –  Worship @ 9am 
  Bible Hour @ 10:15am 
   
Birthdays 
Courtney Kershaw – May 14 
Michelle Wagner – May 14 
Cori Hammerschmidt – May 18 
 
SERMONS 
Copies of Pastor’s sermons along with past 
worship folders are available.  We will also soon 
be offering a video archive of our services on our 
website.  More information is coming as we get 
this up and running. 
 
THANKS 
To those who came for the work day on Saturday, 
thanks for helping our church and property look 
nice and welcoming. 
 
BIBLE BASICS 
A new session is scheduled to began on Monday, 
May 7. This class is our path to membership at 
Our Saviour’s or an opportunity for people 
looking to grow in Biblical teaching. Contact 
Pastor if interested.  If childcare is needed, we 
can work on helping with that.  Everyone is 
welcome. 
 
FINAL CATECHISM CLASS 
The last class of this year will be held on May 23.  
We invite parents to come to discuss the things 
that went well and how we could improve to help 
families.  Supper is provided.  Join us at 6pm at 
Redeemer. 

 
SUMMER VOLLEYBALL 
Those interested in playing on our coed team this 
summer should sign up at the bulletin board. 
 
LITTLE TREASUERS PLAYGROUP 
The next playgroup date is Thursday, May 24 at 
10am. This is a chance for kids and moms to meet 

here for a 
fun hour of 
songs, 
games, and a 
Bible story.  
We’d love for 
you join us 
and invite 
your friends. 

 
SOCCER CAMP 2018 

 
When: June 4-7 from 9:30am to noon  
Where: Cottonwood park  
Who: 4-11 year olds 
Cost: $20 per child  
Register at oursaviourwels.org by clicking the 
soccer camp logo or on the events page. 
 
If you would like to help with this event, sign up 
at the bulletin board and we can find something 
for you to do. 
 
 

 


