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1615 N. 18th St. Bismarck, ND 58501 

701-255-1039  †  www.oursaviourwels.org 

Pastor Thomas M. Moldenhauer 

pastor.moldenhauer@gmail.com  †  920-285-2881 

WELCOME  

God welcomes you no matter who you are – and so do we. Thank you for joining us in God’s house. 
Whether you are a first-time guest, a friend or relative of a member, or a curious observer from a 
different religious background, we are delighted to be with you in worship.  

TONIGHT’S SERVICE 

The church remembers the crucifixion of our Lord. Our 
remembrance, while solemn, is not a message of gloom, 
but the awe-filled adoration of Jesus as he offers up his life 
as the Lamb of God. Worship on Good Friday is not a 
funeral service for Jesus, but an austere time of reflection 
and adoration of the Lamb of God. We gather to celebrate 
the sacrifice of the cross.  

We worship tonight using the custom of tenebrae, which is 
Latin for “darkness.” Throughout the course of worship the 
sun sets, lights are dimmed, and candles are snuffed out. 
These all represent Christ’s life ebbing away. As worship 
nears an end this evening, a remaining candle, a symbol of 
the Lord himself, is carried out of the chancel. The final 
candle is not snuffed out, for even on Good Friday, our worship honors a living Christ. The service 
is closed by a loud noise called the strepitus, that foreshadows Christ rending his tomb in triumph 
at his resurrection. The final candle, which is still burning, is returned to its place at the end of the 
service before the congregation departs the church.  

The mood of the service is most solemn, encouraging the worshipers to reflect deeply upon their 
own life in the light of the Passion of our Lord. No closing blessing is pronounced, and the 
congregation disperses into the night, leaving the darkened church in silence, yet remembering 
the Light which lingers and casts hope through the darkness of Good Friday.  

All are invited to join us for the celebration of Christ’s resurrection on Easter morning. The festival 
begins at 9:00 a.m. and we will have refreshments and an Egg hunt afterwards. 

  

 

http://www.oursaviourwels.org/


3 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding & Preaching  Pastor Tom Moldenhauer 
Organist Jim Fors 
Ushers Kurt Icenogle, Dave Miller, Jim Brent, Zack Jensen, Lee Roy Binder, Hunter Kocis 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; 
There, adorning at his feet, 
Mark that miracle of time, 
God’s own sacrifice complete.  
“It is finished!” hear him cry; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to die. 

- James Montgomery, 1820 

 

In keeping with the solemnity of Good Friday, there is no pre/post-service music. 

Silence for meditation is appreciated. 

God bless your worship. 

 

“ I t  I s  F i n i s h e d . ”  
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SERVICE OF DARKNESS 
Preservice music is omitted. 

Pastor enters in silence. Please remain seated. 

PRAYER FOR GOOD FRIDAY 

 L  Let us pray. 

 God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family, for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the 
wicked, and suffer death upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, 
our only Savior, who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. 

 C  Amen. 

HYMN Lamb of God, Pure and Holy   |  268 v 1  

Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
Who on the cross did suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
Yourself to scorn did offer. 
All sins you carried for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
Have mercy on us, O Jesus! 

RESPONSIVE READING OF ISAIAH 53 

 L  1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the LORD been 

revealed?   

 C  2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry 
ground.  

 L  He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance 

that we should desire him.  3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a 
man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 

 C  Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held 
him in low esteem.  

 L  4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering,  

 C  yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.  
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 L  5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities;  

 C  the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we 
are healed.  

 L  6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 

way;  

 C  and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.  

 L  7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth;  

 C  he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers 
is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  

 L  8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his 

generation protested?  

 C  For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my 
people he was punished.  

 L  9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,  

 C  though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

HYMN O Dearest Jesus   |  117 

SERMON Luke 23:39-43 

The Good Friday Promise from the Great High Priest 

THANK OFFERING 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

The members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Bismarck and 
throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated to 
participate in this offering which supports our ministry. 

Please help us be a friendly church by taking a moment to fill out the Friendship Register 
located at the end of the pew.  
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THE SEVEN WORDS 

HYMN O Sacred Head Now Wounded   |  105 v 1 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FIRST WORD   LUKE 23:26 -34  

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his 
way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind 
Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned 
and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do 
not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will 
come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then  

“ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”  
and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’ 

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is 
dry?”  

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be executed.  

A word of 
forgiveness. 
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33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him there, along 
with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, 
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” 

SUNG RESPONSE 

Their nails were freshly driven, their hatred clearly shown, 
when, “Let them be forgiven,” was heard at heaven’s throne. 
Your enemies, O Jesus, you loved beyond degree, 
a love so pure and precious it even pardoned me. 

The first candle is extinguished. 

 L  Loving Lord and Savior, at your crucifixion you spoke not a curse but a 

blessing. We confess that it is our sin that led you to suffer the 
punishments of hell in our place. Forgive us, and help us by your Holy Spirit 
to measure the depths of your undying love for us. 

 C  Amen. 

Silence for meditation. 

THE SECOND WORD  LUKE 23:38 -43  

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: 

  THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.  

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since 
you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting 
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”  

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”  

SUNG RESPONSE 

On you, my King, depending, I’m rid of all my sins! 
My final day here ending, my first in heav’n begins. 
As you have truly spoken, in paradise I’ll be, 
with you in bliss unbroken – you will remember me. 

The second candle is extinguished.  

A word of 
promise. 
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 L   Lord Jesus our Redeemer, by your suffering and death you have won 

eternal life for all who trust in you. Remember us today as you remembered 
the penitent thief on the day of your crucifixion, and strengthen our faith 
through your promise of paradise. 

 C  Amen. 

Silence for meditation. 

THE THIRD WORD  JOHN 19:25 -27  

25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife 
of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the 
disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your 
son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple 
took her into his home.  

SUNG RESPONSE 

A Savior like no other, all self-concern denied, 
you served your grieving mother while you were crucified. 
My sin had made me filthy, but you, the perfect child, 
were designated guilty, and I am reconciled.  

The third candle is extinguished.  

 L   Lord Jesus our Savior, by your perfect love you provided care for your 

mother and righteousness for all who trust in you. Lead us always to turn to 
you for comfort and relief, for you have promised to supply us with 
everything we need for body and life. 

 C  Amen. 

Silence for meditation. 

THE FOURTH WORD  MATTHEW 27:45, 46  

45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About 
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 
(which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 

 

A word of 
providence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

A word of agony. 
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SUNG RESPONSE 

Condemned, cut off, forsaken, outside the Father’s care, 
by terror overtaken, no ear would hear your prayer. 
On you God’s wrath was vented, on you his fury fell, 
when, on the cross tormented, you took my place in hell. 

The fourth candle is extinguished.  

 L  Son of God, fill us with faith that you displayed in your last agony as you 

cried to your Father, ‘My God, my God.’  Let no suffering, no shadow of 
doubt darken our trust in God, nor separate us from your Father and ours. 

 C  Amen. 

Silence for meditation. 

THE FIFTH WORD  JOHN 19:28,29  

28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so 
they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and 
lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 

SUNG RESPONSE 

My Lord, in death’s dark valley, both soul and body drained, 
one drink would help you rally what little strength remained 
to raise your voice in vict’ry, to sound your foe’s defeat –  
the highest point in hist’ry – my rescue was complete. 

The fifth candle is extinguished.  

 L   Son of Man, you suffered hunger in the wilderness, you wept at the grave 

of Lazarus, and you thirsted as your life ebbed away. You were tempted in 
every way just as we are, yet you are without sin. We praise you, Lord 
Jesus, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

 C  Amen.  

Silence for meditation. 

 

A word of 
fulfillment 
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THE SIXTH WORD  JOHN 19:30  

30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

SUNG RESPONSE 

Though sin’s most lethal wages to me, O Christ, were due, 
the guilt of all the ages cam crashing down on you. 
And thus you said, “It’s finished” – my debt is fully paid; 
my joy is undiminished; my heart is unafraid. 

The sixth candle is extinguished.  

 L   Alpha and Omega, you are the beginning and the end of our faith.  In love, 

you bore the sins of the world, paid our debt, accomplished our 
forgiveness, and suffered our death.  We hear the agony but also the 
comfort as you completed your mission. Thank you for this indescribable 
gift. 

 C  Amen. 

Silence for meditation. 

THE SEVENTH WORD   LUKE 23:44 -49  

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 
the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.  

47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this 
was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this 
sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those 
who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at 
a distance, watching these things.  

SUNG RESPONSE 

My death will be triumphant no matter how I die; 
Lord Jesus, in that instant escort my soul on high 
into my Father’s keeping, all-blameless and all-blest 
like waking up from sleeping, his hands my place of rest. 

The seventh candle is removed and the sanctuary becomes completely dark.  

A word of 
completion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A word of trust. 
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 L   O Christ, our sacrificial Lamb, you became obedient for us unto death, 

even death on a cross. Therefore, God exalted you to the highest place 
and gave you the name that is above every name, that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.  We praise you.  By your cross you have redeemed the world. 

 C   Amen.  

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

 C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING  JOHN 19:31-42 

31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special 
Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses 
during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken 
down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had 
been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when they came to 
Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one 
of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and 
water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He 
knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These 
things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will 
be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have 
pierced.” 

38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph 
was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With 
Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by 
Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a 
mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking Jesus’ body, the 
two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance 
with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a 
garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because 
it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus 
there.  

Silence for reflection. 

A loud noise (strepitus) representing the rending of Christ’s tomb, breaks the silence. 

The seventh candle is returned to its place in anticipation of our Lord’s resurrection.   
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Hymn Rest, O Christ, from All Your Labor | # 718 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The hymn is played through one more time for final reflection. 

Remain for as long as you want and then dismiss yourself quietly. 

   

➢ Please join us for the celebration of Christ’s resurrection on Easter morning at 9am. 

With his victory 
over sin 

accomplished on 
the cross and 

given to us by a 
gracious God 

through Baptism, 
Christians bid 

peaceful rest to 
their Savior as 

they anticipate 
their celebration 

of his glorious 
resurrection on 

Easter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


