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The Lutheran Reformation 

Today we celebrate the Lutheran Reformation of the Church. The effect of the Lutheran 
Reformation of the Church on the history of the world can hardly be overstated. Quite simply, it 
caused one of the most profound changes in history. In fact, when US News and World Report 
ranked the most important events of the last 1000 years, the Lutheran Reformation placed #2, 
right behind Gutenberg’s moveable type printing press.  That means that they considered the 
Lutheran Reformation to be of greater significance than the discovery of the New World (which 
was #3). 

Why?  Who was this Luther guy? He was a Catholic monk, a priest, and a professor at a little 
university in Wittenberg, Germany.  Why would a guy like that be listed as the 3rd most influential 
person of the last 1000 years (1000 Years and 1000 People, Gottlieb and Bowers)?   

Why? All for the reasons that we call ourselves Lutherans and celebrate this Festival of the 
Lutheran Reformation. 

During the dark illiteracy of the Middle Ages, the truth of God’s Word was hidden away in 
monasteries.  The Church was not teaching that we are saved by Jesus’ death and resurrection.  
Instead, people were told that they needed to try to earn heaven – or worse, that they had to pay 
for it.  The purity of God’s Word was rejected, and the traditions and decrees of men were put in 
its place. 

Dr. Martin Luther changed all that on October 31, 1517, when he nailed 95 Thesis (statements for 
debate) on the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg.  He said the Bible is our only source of 
teaching, not manmade traditions.  He said the Bible is the only authority for the church, not a 
man or council.  He showed that God saved us by grace alone, through faith alone.  He returned 
the Bible into the hands of the people by teaching it truthfully and translating it into their 
language; Luther changed the world. 

Today, we are not here to worship Martin Luther.  
We’re here to celebrate the grace of God who 
reformed his Church and brought back the pure 
and simple teaching that had been long lost: Jesus 
Christ died and rose for me, so I will be in heaven 
forever. Period. 

By Grace Alone. By Faith Alone. By Scripture Alone.  
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1615 N. 18th St. Bismarck, ND 58501 

701-255-1039  †  www.oursaviourwels.org 

Pastor Thomas M. Moldenhauer 

pastor.moldenhauer@gmail.com  †  920-285-2881 

WELCOME  

God welcomes you no matter who you are – and so do we. Thank you for joining us in God’s house 
today. Whether you are a first-time guest, a friend or relative of a member, or a curious observer 
from a different religious background, we are delighted to be with you in worship.  

A NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP 

We believe that Jesus is the Savior of all. By his life, death, and resurrection Jesus saves all sinners 
simply because he loves us. That is called the gospel, and it’s the good news on every page of 
God’s Word. Therefore, the Bible is not just information about God or rules from God, but the 
saving power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts and restore our lives.  Lutheran 
worship places this good news at the center of the worship service with an order called liturgy.  In 
both the Word and sacrament (Means of Grace), in specifically selected Scripture readings, and in 
carefully crafted and often ancient songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good 
news of Jesus from start to finish. 

Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly (including 
children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is printed out entirely. If a song is 
not found in this service folder, it can be found in the red hymnal located in front of you. Parts 
marked  L  are spoken or sung by the worship leader, and the parts marked   C  and printed in bold 
are spoken or sung by the congregation. 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

• Quiet Bags are for any parents with small children. They are on a stand in the back of church. 

• Weekly News & Notes are printed in the back of this worship folder.  

• Restrooms are to the left as you walk out the back of church or in the basement.  

• Website: oursaviourwels.org 

OUR CHURCH BODY 

Our Saviour’s proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the world as 

a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (wels.net). We 

are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the 

Wisconsin Synod, as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

http://www.oursaviourwels.org/
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October 1:  God Still Saves  (Christ Alone  Solo Christus)  

October 8:  God Still Speaks  (Scripture Alone  Sola Scriptura) 

October 15:  God Still Gives  (Grace Alone  Sola Gratia) 

October 22:  God Still Works  (Faith Alone  Sola Fide) 

October 29:  God Still Gets (Glory to God Alone  Soli Deo Gloria) 

Way back in 1517, this one event forever changed the landscape of Christianity and the world as we know 
it.  After centuries of abuse, Martin Luther rocked the boat of the oppressive religious leaders who were 
creating waves inside of souls rather than calming them. God used Luther to shine the bright light of the 
Bible — truths that most of the Church had either forgotten, never heard of, or rejected. 500 years later, 
these truths are still shocking and revolutionary.  More importantly, they still bring the only kind of peace 
that can take our troubled and tempted hearts and make them…still. 

This week we acknowledge that God alone deserves the glory for the rescue he has accomplished for us. 
500 years ago, people were more likely to give glory to their rituals and behavior than to God. Today 
people very interested in how God should glorify us with happiness and fulfillment, but not so interested in 
finding happiness and fulfillment in the gifts God has graciously given. Therefore, half a millennium later, 
we still confess that God has saved us in Christ, and we are more than happy to thank him by saying, “To 
God alone be the glory!” Still. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding & Preaching  Pastor Tom Moldenhauer 
Organist Deb Selland 
Ushers Dick Gimbel – Elder, Alan Kemmet – Leader, Dave Gross, Jeff Jensen, Dexter Demaray 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, through the preaching of your servants, the blessed Reformers, you caused the light of the 
gospel to shine forth. Grant that we may faithfully defend it against all enemies and joyfully proclaim it to 
the salvation of people everywhere to the glory of your holy name; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

PASTOR’S WELCOME 

WELS CONNECTION 

OPENING HYMN Salvation unto Us Has Come  | #390 

Please stand. 

GATHERING  

 L   In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C   (spoken) Amen.  

OPENING DIALOGUE 

  L   “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under 
the law,  

 C   so that every mouth be silenced and the whole world held accountable to 
God.   

 L   Therefore, no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of 
the law;  

 C   rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.”  

 L   “But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made 

known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This righteousness is 
given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  and all are justified 
freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.”  

 C   Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 

 L   The Lord our Savior answers us with awesome deeds of righteousness,  

 C   who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the 

turmoil of the nations.  

 
One of the oldest 
and best-known 
hymns of the 
Reformation era, 
this was written 
by Paul Speratus 
in 1523. It brought 
Luther to tears 
when he heard it 
sung outside his 
window in 
Wittenberg. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Romans 3:19-24 
 

Psalm 32:1 
 

 
Psalm 65:5 

 
Psalm 65:7 
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 L   The Lord lives! Praise be to my Rock!  

 C   Exalted be God my Savior!  

 L   Glorify the Lord with me;  

 C   let us exalt his name together. 

GLORIA DEO All Glory Be to God Alone  | # 262 v 1,2,5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Psalm 18:46 
 
 
 
 

Psalm 34:3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a metrical 
version of the 

“Gloria in excelsis 
Deo” and was 

used at the time 
of Luther. As part 

of the church 
reforms, 

Luther introduced 
congregational 

participation.  He 
and his coworkers 

wrote many 
hymns for the 

church.  He 
wanted people to 

be active in 
worship, not 

bored bystanders.  
Luther also found 

music to be a 
great way to 

teach the truths 
of Scripture.   

Historians have 
noted that Luther 

“sang the 
Reformation into 
the hearts of the 

people.” 
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THE WORD 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 L    Let us pray. 

Pastor says the Prayer of the Day (at the bottom of page 3). 

 C    Amen. 

Please be seated.  

FIRST READING Daniel 6:6-12, 16-27 

6 So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: “May 
King Darius live forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and 
governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the 
decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during the next thirty 
days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 8 Now, Your 
Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in 
accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 
9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.  

10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to 
his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a 
day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had 
done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and 
asking God for help. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal 
decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who 
prays to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown 
into the lions’ den?”  

The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the 
Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”  

16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the 
lions’ den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, 
rescue you!”  

17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed 
it with his own signet ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s 
situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent 
the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. 
And he could not sleep.  

Giving all glory to 
God means that 
no matter what 
the circumstances 
we will trust the 
Lord just as Daniel 
did in the face of 
persecution.  
God’s power 
rescues his 
people. 
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19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When 
he came near the den, he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant 
of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue 
you from the lions?”  

21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he 
shut the mouths of the lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found 
innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.”  

23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when 
Daniel was lifted from the den, no wound was found on him, because he had 
trusted in his God.  

24 At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought 
in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and children. And before 
they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all 
their bones.  

25 Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all 
the earth:  

“May you prosper greatly!  

26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and 
reverence the God of Daniel.  

“For he is the living God  
and he endures forever;  
his kingdom will not be destroyed,  
his dominion will never end.  
27 He rescues and he saves;  
he performs signs and wonders  
in the heavens and on the earth.  
He has rescued Daniel  
from the power of the lions.”  

 L   The Word of the Lord. 

 C   Thanks be to God.  

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 46  | pg. 84 

 

Psalm 46 was the 
basis for Luther’s 
hymn, “A Mighty 

Fortress.”   
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SECOND READING Revelation 14:6, 7 

6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and 
people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour 
of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea 
and the springs of water.” 

 L   The Word of the Lord. 

 C   Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word  | #203  

The Sunday School Children sing verse 1. 

GOSPEL Matthew 10:17-20, 32, 33 

17 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in 
the synagogues. 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings 
as witnesses to them and to the Gentiles. 19 But when they arrest you, do not 
worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be given what to 
say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking 
through you.  

32 “Whoever acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my 
Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before 
my Father in heaven.  

 L  The Gospel of our Lord. 

 C   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Please be seated.  

HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  | #200 

 

The eternal 
gospel still goes 
out with the 
invitation to give 
all glory to God. 
 
 
 
 
Luther wrote this 
next hymn for a 
service of prayer 
for the safety of 
Christendom that 
was held in 1541 
because militant 
Islam was 
threatening. It is 
prayer that God 
preserve his 
people through 
the pure Word 
regardless of the 
evil aims in the 
world. 
 
 
 
 
Giving God all 
glory means 
acknowledging 
Jesus publicly and 
truthfully. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When Luther was 
discouraged he 
would often 
invite those with 
him, “Come, let us 
sing Psalm 46.”  
While his 
coworkers were 
in seclusion for a 
time after his 
death; they 
received comfort 
when they heard 
a young girl sing 
it.  And even 
armies have sung 
it before battles. 
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SERMON Daniel 6 

Who Gets the Glory? 

Please stand.  

RESPONSE TO GOD’S WORD God’s Word is Our Great Heritage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

THANK OFFERING 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

The members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Bismarck 
and throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated 
to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.  

Please help us be a friendly church by taking a moment to fill out the Friendship Register 
located at the end of the pew. 

REMAIN SEATED. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Danish 
Lutheran pastor 
Nikolai Gruntvig 

wrote “God’s 
Word is Our Great 
Heritage” for the 
300th anniversary 

of the 
Reformation in 

1817. He intended 
it to be sung as 

the fifth stanza of 
Luther’s hymn, “A 
Mighty Fortress.” 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 L  Gracious Father, you look down from heaven and see the havoc Satan 

wreaks on rebelling humankind: the ravages of sin and the certainty of 
death. To uphold your justice and yet display your compassion, you 
promised to send a man, a unique man, the God-man Jesus, to stand in the 
place of sinners, to carry their guilt and die their death. Instill in us all, even 
in these days of doubt and denial, a sense of awe over your incredible 
mercy. 

 C  Move us to be honest about our sins and amazed at your mercy. 

 L  Almighty God, you maintain your created order with care and power. You 

protect the flowers of the field and the birds of the air. From the beginning 
of time to its end you are preserving us by defending us against all danger 
and guarding and protecting us from all evil in ways that are sometimes 
obvious but often mysterious. Give us faith to believe, even in these days of 
doubt and denial, that you have been and will always be our ever-present 
help in trouble. 

 C  Help us when danger comes and make us confident of your protection.     

 L  Eternal Son of God, from the unknown reaches of eternity, you were willing 

to carry out your Father’s will to free his still-uncreated world from the 
ravages of sin. You became the Seed of the woman appointed to crush the 
serpent’s head and gain the victory. Over the span of millennia, the promise 
of your coming filled your people with longing. Enable us all, even in these 
days of doubt and denial, to acknowledge you as our dearest treasure, to 
find in you our surest hope, and to gain from you our highest joy. 

 C  Lead us to set aside all other priorities and follow you in faith. 

 L  Gracious Savior, when the set time had fully come, you took on our 

humanity as the perfect Substitute for sinners. You stood beneath the 
divine law and obeyed perfectly. You trudged to the top of a barren hill and 
died innocently. And then you came to life in a borrowed tomb and rose 
victoriously. You have redeemed us lost and condemned creatures, 
purchased and won us from all sins, from death and from the power of the 
devil, not with gold or silver, but with your holy, precious blood and with 
your innocent suffering and death. Inspire us all, even in these days of 
doubt and denial, to trust in you as our only Savior and kindest Friend. 

 C  Comfort us when sins oppress us and encourage us with the hope of 

heaven. 
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 L  Dear Lord Jesus, your love to us compels our love for you and creates our 

love for one another. There are so many who need the love you inspire in 
us: those who stand beside us on our journey through life, our children and 
parents, people we live with and learn with and work with. All around us 
we find the poor, the sick, the oppressed, the persecuted—so often 
unloved, ignored, and forgotten. Guide us all, especially in these days of 
doubt and denial, to show the face of your kindness to others with our 
words and our witness. 

 C  Be with us and bless us as we imitate your love.  

 L  Gracious Holy Spirit, as you hovered over the waters at creation, so you 

soar over your people to preserve and guide the faith you create. Not with 
the power of the sword or the manipulation of the emotions but with the 
gentle quiet whisper of the gospel, you call, gather, and enlighten the 
whole Christian Church on earth and keep it with Jesus Christ in the one 
true faith. Remind us all, especially in these days of doubt and denial, that 
our faith cannot exist or endure or grow without the Word and the 
Sacraments.  

 C  Lead us to hear your Word faithfully, receive the Sacrament often, and 

remember our baptism every day. 

 L  Wise Counselor, you know perfectly well the power of Satan and the world-

wide influence of unbelief. In your own time you raise up in the Church 
strong defenders of the truth to resist the devil, restore the preaching of 
the gospel, and renew our evangelism efforts. Lead us to remember, 
especially in these days of doubt and denial, the gifts we have gained 
through the ministry of Martin Luther and all who took their stand with him 
in the Reformation.  As you empowered them 500 years ago, help us see 
that only your strength will keep us going into the future. 

 C  Give us the faith of the reformers and lead us to love, defend, and share 

the gospel. 

 L  Lord and giver of life, you bestow the forgiveness of sins from pulpit, altar, 

and font through men who preside there. You enlighten the minds of 
children who learn your ways from faithful teachers. You create faith 
through the gospel and reward our witness to the lost. You inspire the 
young toward a life of full-time ministry. You instill in us the generosity to 
give our best so that many more may be added to the dignity and destiny 
of eternity. Especially in these days of doubt and denial, pour out on us 
your creative power and enliven in us an eager joy to do your will.  

 C  Come, Holy Spirit, and instill in us the fire of your love. Amen. 
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Choir   It Is Well With My Soul 

Please stand.  

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

 C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26 

 L   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace.  

 
 
 
 
 

HYMN  The Church’s One Foundation  | #538 v 1,3,5  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                        
 
 
 
 
 

In 1873 a large 
passenger ship, 
Ville du Havre, 
sank in the 
Atlantic. The 
author of this 
hymn, Horatio 
Spafford, lost all 4 
daughters in the 
wreckage. As he 
crossed over the 
spot en route to 
meet his wife in 
England, he wrote 
the verses.  This is 
the faith that 
empowers us to 
look at death 
with peace and 
hope. 
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THIS WEEK 
Today   Choir @ 8am 
 Worship @ 9am  
 Bible Hour @ 10:15am  
 Area Reformation Festival @ 4pm 
 (Redeemer, Mandan) 
Monday  Men’s Faith & Fellowship @ 6:30pm 
Wednesday Bible Night @ 6pm 

(Catechism, Women’s, Adult bible 
studies, and child care @ Redeemer) 

Sunday   Choir @ 8am  
 Worship @ 9am  
 Alzheimer’s Presentation @ 10:30am 
  
 

NEWS & NOTES 
SERMONS 
Copies of the sermon are available in the 
entryway. 
 
ALZHEIMER’S PRESENTATION 
Pastor Curt Seefeldt will be here Sunday, 
November 5 to preach and present on 
information that families and friends will want to 
know as they care for a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s disease. A freewill offering will be 
gathered for the continuing ministry of the 
Lutheran Home Association. 
 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS & POINSETTIAS  
Sign up at the bulletin board.  Make checks to 
“Our Saviour’s Mission Society” and give to 
Mariann Lang.  Deadline for wreaths is Oct. 8 and 
for poinsettias, Oct. 29. 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Jim Brent – November 1 
 
NOVEMBER SERIES 

 

Officially established in 1863, Thanksgiving Day is 
a cherished national holiday, yet we only 
celebrate it once a year. What does that mean for 
the other days? Our next worship series and 
Sunday morning bible study will help you 
recognize the blessings you’ve been given and 
how to live every day with a spirit of gratitude 
and generosity. 
November 12—Overwhelming Gratitude 
November 19—The Secret to Overwhelming 
Gratitude 
November 23—Overwhelming Generosity and 
Faithfulness  
 
 
 

 
NEXT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
November 12, will be the meeting where we hold 
elections for leadership positions and approve a 
financial ministry plan for 2018. 
 
TRUNK-OR-TREAT 
Thanks to all who helped make this another great 
event where Our Saviour’s welcomes people with 
generosity and kindness. 
 
MEALS FOR LENT 
Sign up if you would be willing to organize a meal 
on Wednesdays in Lent (Feb 14-March 21).  A meal 
would need to feed about 40-60 people. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

500 years ago, Martin Luther noticed problems in the church.  With an interest in discussing and 
debating those problems, he posted a series of 95 statements on the castle church doors in 
Wittenberg on October 31, 1517. What followed was not Luther’s doing.  God brought about one of 
the most important events this world has ever scene.  The effects of the Lutheran Reformation 
still stand 500 years later. 
 
As Lutherans, we carry on the heritage of Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone. In this 500th 
Anniversary year since the posting of the 95 Theses we celebrate that heritage with a festival 
service at Redeemer in Mandan. Prof. James Danell, German professor from Martin Luther College 
will be our guest preacher for the worship service. 
 
A supper and fellowship will be held after worship. Redeemer is providing the meat entrée. You 
are invited to bring a side dish or dessert to share as we celebrate together. 

 

 

October 29  
Redeemer, Mandan 

4pm 


