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1615 N. 18th St. Bismarck, ND 58501 

701-255-1039  †  www.oursaviourwels.org 

Pastor Thomas M. Moldenhauer 

pastor.moldenhauer@gmail.com  †  920-285-2881 

WELCOME  

God welcomes you no matter who you are – and so do we. Thank you for joining us in God’s house 
today. Whether you are a first-time guest, a friend or relative of a member, or a curious observer 
from a different religious background, we are delighted to be with you in worship.  

A NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP 

We believe that Jesus is the Savior of all. By his life, death, and resurrection Jesus saves all sinners 
simply because he loves us. That is called the gospel, and it’s the good news on every page of 
God’s Word. Therefore, the Bible is not just information about God or rules from God, but the 
saving power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts and restore our lives.  Lutheran 
worship places this good news at the center of the worship service with an order called liturgy.  In 
both the Word and sacrament (Means of Grace), in specifically selected Scripture readings, and in 
carefully crafted and often ancient songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good 
news of Jesus from start to finish. 

Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly (including 
children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is printed out entirely. If a song is 
not found in this service folder, it can be found in the red hymnal located in front of you. Parts 
marked  L  are spoken or sung by the worship leader, and the parts marked   C  and printed in bold 
are spoken or sung by the congregation. 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

• Quiet Bags are for any parents with small children. They are on a stand in the back of church. 

• Weekly News & Notes are printed in the back of this worship folder.  

• Restrooms are to the left as you walk out the back of church or in the basement.  

• Website: oursaviourwels.org 

OUR CHURCH BODY 

Our Saviour’s proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the world as a 

member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (wels.net). We are 

united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 

Synod, as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

http://www.oursaviourwels.org/
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October 1:  God Still Saves  (Christ Alone  Solo Christus)  

October 8:  God Still Speaks  (Scripture Alone  Sola Scriptura) 

October 15:  God Still Gives  (Grace Alone  Sola Gratia) 

October 22:  God Still Works  (Faith Alone  Sola Fide) 

October 29:  God Still Gets (Glory to God Alone  Soli Deo Gloria) 

Way back in 1517, this one event forever changed the landscape of Christianity and the world as we know 
it.  After centuries of abuse, Martin Luther rocked the boat of the oppressive religious leaders who were 
creating waves inside of souls rather than calming them. God used Luther to shine the bright light of the 
Bible — truths that most of the Church had either forgotten, never heard of, or rejected. 500 years later, 
these truths are still shocking and revolutionary.  More importantly, they still bring the only kind of peace 
that can take our troubled and tempted hearts and make them…still. 

This week we hear how God still speaks. His revealed word is the supreme authority for all matters of 
Christian faith and life. That concept was challenging 500 years ago in Martin Luther’s day, when the truth 
was hidden behind priestly power and man-made tradition. It still is in our world today. However, the only 
way to be confident that we are on the side of the truth is to know that God still speaks—and for us to still 
listen. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding & Preaching  Pastor Tom Moldenhauer 
Organist Deb Selland 
Ushers Dick Gimbel – Elder, Alan Kemmet – Leader, Dave Gross, Jeff Jensen, Dexter Demaray 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all temptations, defend them against all their 
enemies, and bestow on the Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

PASTOR’S WELCOME 

Please stand. 

GATHERING  

 L   In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C   (spoken) Amen.  

OPENING DIALOGUE 

 L   I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my lips. 

 C   My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice.  

 L   Glorify the Lord with me;  

 C   let us exalt his name together.  

 L   We are the Lord’s, established by his mighty Word:  

 C   Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 

 L   The Lord our Savior answers us with awesome deeds of righteousness,  

 C   who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the 

turmoil of the nations.  

 L   In the Word alone is my deliverance and delight.  

 C   Praise be to the Rock of my salvation. 

 L   Glorify the Lord with me;  

 C   let us exalt his name together. 

 

 

Both the name of 
our Triune God 
and the sign of 

the cross are 
reminders of 

baptism. 
 
 
 
 

Selected portions 
from the Psalms. 
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OPENING HYMN Thy Strong Word  | #280 v 1,4,5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 L    Let us pray. 

Pastor says the Prayer of the Day (at the bottom of page 3). 

 C    Amen. 

Please be seated. 

The clamor for a 
real and authentic 
relationship with 
God takes people 
down roads that 
lead to darkness.  
God’s Word is his 
eternal light 
making our hearts 
still with peace 
and joy and filling 
us with his light 
forever. 
 
This hymn was 
written by a 
Concrodia 
Seminary (LCMS) 
professor in 1954 
on the concept of 
“light that comes 
from above.”  
Verse 1 is a 
reference to the 
creation of light.  
Verse 4 focuses on 
the light of 
forgiveness that 
shines from the 
cross.  The 
inspiring light of 
Pentecost and the 
spread of the 
gospel is alluded 
to in verse 5. 
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THE WORD 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited up front for a brief devotion with Pastor. 

FIRST READING Nehemiah 8:2- 8:12 

2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before 
the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were able to 
understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square 
before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could 
understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.  

4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the 
occasion… 5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was 
standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised 
the Lord, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, 
“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their faces 
to the ground.  

7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the people in 
the Law while the people were standing there. 8 They read from the Book of the 
Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood 
what was being read.  

9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the 
Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the 
Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as 
they listened to the words of the Law.  

10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to 
those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for 
the joy of the Lord is your strength.”  

11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not 
grieve.”  

12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to 
celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had been 
made known to them.  

 L   The Word of the Lord. 

 C   Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 50 

 L   1 The Mighty One, God, the Lord, speaks and summons the earth from the 

rising of the sun to where it sets.  

 C   2 From Zion, perfect in beauty, God shines forth.  

 L   3 Our God comes and will not be silent;  

 C   a fire devours before him, and around him a tempest rages.  

 L   6 And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, for he is a God of justice. 

 C   7 “Listen, my people, and I will speak; I am God, your God…  

 L   15 and call on me in the day of trouble;  

 C   I will deliver you, and you will honor me.”  

SECOND READING 2 Peter 1:16-2:3 

16 For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17 He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came 
to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we 
were with him on the sacred mountain.  

19 We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and you 
will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Above all, you must understand 
that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of 
things. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though 
human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  

2 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 
teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even 
denying the sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on 
themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved conduct and will bring the way of 
truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will exploit you with fabricated 
stories. Their condemnation has long been hanging over them, and their 
destruction has not been sleeping.  

 L   The Word of the Lord. 

 C   Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 50 is the 
Lord’s call to his 
people as they 
come before him 
in worship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Because of 
Scripture’s divine 
origins, we still 
listen to it 
carefully. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY Be Still, My Soul  | #415 v 2  

Please stand.  

GOSPEL Matthew 7:15-29 

15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do 
people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good 
tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear 
bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit you will 
recognize them.  

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say 
to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your 
name drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will 
tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’  

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, 
the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not 
fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these 
words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built 
his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew 
and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.”  

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his 
teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers 
of the law.  

 L  The Gospel of our Lord. 

 C   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Please be seated.  

HYMN OF THE DAY Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide  | #541 

SERMON Nehemiah 8 

 

Please stand. 

The wise still 
stand on the 

unshakable rock 
of the Lord’s 

truth.  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died,  and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

THANK OFFERING 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

The members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Bismarck 
and throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated 
to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.  

Please help us be a friendly church by taking a moment to fill out the Friendship Register 
located at the end of the pew. 

At Pastor’s invitation, please stand and sing the hymn while the offering is 
brought to the altar. 

HYMN God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage  | #293 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 L  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.  

Brief silence 

 L  Eternal Lord, you speak to us in words of love and light and power. Fill us 
with peace today as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in 
Christ. Guide our lives today as we see clearly the path you have laid out for 
us. Work in us today through your Spirit that our thoughts, words, and 
actions glorify you and serve our neighbor.  

 C   Fill us with the Word we have heard today and move us to believe and live 

it. 

A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 
comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 
which means “I 
believe.”  The 
faith God gave us 
willingly, 
publically, and 
regularly 
confesses the 
triune God as 
Lord and Savior. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Danish pastor, 
Nikolai 
Grundtvig, wrote 
this as an 
addition to 
Martin Luther’s 
“A Mighty 
Fortress” in the 
early 19th century. 
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 L Forgive us for the times we hear your Word but fail to live it in our lives. 
Break down the apathy that lurks in us and leads us to ignore eternal 
realities. Convict us with your law and then fill us so full of your gospel that 
we overflow with zeal to do your will.  

 C   Give us thankful hearts to live and love with joy.  

 L  Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 
Overcome unbelief and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe 
the good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of 
heaven. 

 C   Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in your 

grace.  

 L  Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or 
mind. (Pour out your special blessing on…) Fill eager minds with wisdom to 
discover new ways to treat disease and illness. Give patience and 
compassion to those who care for the sick and dying.  

 C   Lift the eyes of the dying to your love in Christ.  

 L  Eternal Lord, you guide the world with your mighty power and love all 
people because your Son lived and died and rose again. Hear our prayers 
and answer them in your wisdom and grace.  

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

 C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Speak, O Savior, I Am Listening  | #283 

Please stand.  
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PRAYER  

 L   Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May 

we so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart, that being 
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the 
blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 C  Amen. 

THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26 

 L   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                        
 
 

 
NEXT WEEK: GOD STILL GIVES 

First Reading –  2 Samuel 7:1-17 
Psalm –  46 
Second Reading –  2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
Gospel –  Matthew 20:1-16 
Hymns –  384 – By Grace I’m Saved; 415 - Be Still, My Soul; 390 – Salvation unto Us Has Come 

Next week we see that God did what we never could by giving us a life of eternal worth. 500 years ago, 
people banked on the false hope that God would give a little help and you had to do the rest. Today, work 
righteousness is seen in mantras like, “God helps those who help themselves” or modicums like “All you 
got to do is…” If true, how could you ever know if you have done enough? We can’t. Thus, half a 
millennium later we still rejoice in a God who saves by grace alone. Still. 
 
 
 
 

This is how God 
has blessed his 
people since the 
time of Moses 
(for about 4,000 
years).  These are 
the final words in 
worship as we 
depart to serve 
with God’s peace 
and power. 
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THIS WEEK 
Today   Choir @ 8am 
 Worship @ 9am  
 Bible Hour @ 10:15am 
Monday  Men’s Faith & Fellowship @ 6:30pm 
Wednesday Bible Night @ 6pm 

(Catechism, Women’s, Adult bible 
studies, and child care @ Redeemer) 

Sunday   Choir @ 8am  
 Worship @ 9am (Lord’s Supper) 
 Voters’ meeting @ 10:15am 
 Bible Hour @ 10:30am 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
SERMONS 
Copies of the sermon are available in the 
entryway. 
 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
A Return to Grace: Luther’s Life and Legacy, helps 
us explore why grace alone, faith alone, 
Scripture alone are still so important. The study 
will use segments of the new Luther film. Watch, 
discuss, and apply how God used Martin Luther 
to return us all to God’s grace, the importance of 
faith in Christ, and the authority of the Bible. 
 
SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING 
On October 15, there will be a voters’ meeting 
briefly after worship to discuss the council’s 
proposal for new windows at the parsonage. 
 
NEW BIBLES 
We are purchasing 10 new large-print Bible for 
church.  Thanks to those who have donated to 
memorials over the past years.  Your gift will 
supply these new Bibles for those who have 
difficulty reading the smaller print during our 
Bible study time at church. 
 
WEDDING 
God’s richest blessings to our newly married 
members, Evan and Kaitlin Weiss, who were 
joined together in marriage last Saturday, 
September 30. 
 
PASTOR HOME VISITS 
What good is a shepherd who doesn’t care about 
sheep?  Pastor wants to make home visits to 
know the flock better. Please sign up in the 
entryway or contact him directly to schedule a 
visit. 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Kay Brent – October 14 
 
 
 
 

MEALS FOR LENT 
Sign up if you would be willing to organize a meal 
on Wednesdays in Lent (Feb 14-March 21).  A meal 
would need to feed about 40-60 people. 
 
AREA REFORMATION FESTIVAL 
Sunday, October 29, at 4pm will be a special 
celebration of the 500th anniversary of the 
Lutheran Reformation at Redeemer in Mandan.  
Martin Luther College German professor, Rev. 
James Danell, will be our guest preacher.  Potluck 
dinner to follow. 
 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS & POINSETTIAS  
Sign up at the bulletin board.  Make checks to 
“Our Saviour’s Mission Society” and give to 
Mariann Lang.  Deadline for wreaths is Oct. 8 and 
for poinsettias, Oct. 29. 
 
PRAYER CALENDAR ORDER 
Anyone wishing to purchase the LWMS Prayer 
Calendar can do so by contacting Carol 
Humann.  Cost of a calendar is $13.00.  Deadline 
for ordering is Sunday, October 8. 
 
 


