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1615 N. 18th St. Bismarck, ND 58501 

701-255-1039  †  www.oursaviourwels.org 

Pastor Thomas M. Moldenhauer 

pastor.moldenhauer@gmail.com  †  920-285-2881 

WELCOME  

God welcomes you no matter who you are – and so do we. Thank you for joining us in God’s house 
today. Whether you are a first-time guest, a friend or relative of a member, or a curious observer 
from a different religious background, we are delighted to be with you in worship.  

A NOTE ABOUT WORSHIP 

We believe that Jesus is the Savior of all. By his life, death, and resurrection Jesus saves all sinners 
simply because he loves us. That is called the gospel, and it’s the good news on every page of 
God’s Word. Therefore, the Bible is not just information about God or rules from God, but the 
saving power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts and restore our lives.  Lutheran 
worship places this good news at the center of the worship service with an order called liturgy.  In 
both the Word and sacrament (Means of Grace), in specifically selected Scripture readings, and in 
carefully crafted and often ancient songs, prayers, and creeds, the liturgy proclaims the good 
news of Jesus from start to finish. 

Lutheran worship is also designed to include the participation of the entire assembly (including 
children). For your ease and convenience, the order of service is printed out entirely. If a song is 
not found in this service folder, it can be found in the red hymnal located in front of you. Parts 
marked  L  are spoken or sung by the worship leader, and the parts marked   C  and printed in bold 
are spoken or sung by the congregation. 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

• Quiet Bags are for any parents with small children. They are on a stand in the back of church. 

• Weekly News & Notes are printed in the back of this worship folder.  

• Restrooms are to the left as you walk out the back of church or in the basement.  

• Website: oursaviourwels.org 

OUR CHURCH BODY 

Our Saviour’s proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the world as a 

member of the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (wels.net). We are 

united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin 

Synod, as well as the churches of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

http://www.oursaviourwels.org/
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October 1:  God Still Saves  (Christ Alone  Solus Christus)  

October 8:  God Still Speaks  (Scripture Alone  Sola Scriptura) 

October 15:  God Still Gives  (Grace Alone  Sola Gratia) 

October 22:  God Still Works  (Faith Alone  Sola Fide) 

October 29:  God Still Gets (Glory to God Alone  Soli Deo Gloria) 

Way back in 1517, this one event forever changed the landscape of Christianity and the world as we know 
it.  After centuries of abuse, Martin Luther rocked the boat of the oppressive religious leaders who were 
creating waves inside of souls rather than calming them. God used Luther to shine the bright light of the 
Bible — truths that most of the Church had either forgotten, never heard of, or rejected. 500 years later, 
these truths are still shocking and revolutionary.  More importantly, they still bring the only kind of peace 
that can take our troubled and tempted hearts and make them…still. 

This week we see that our connection to Christ comes from the work God does. 500 years ago, people 
based their faith on the wrong people and the wrong works.  Today, people are still trusting the wrong 
thing, thinking that belief in God makes really no difference at all.  However, the connection we have to 
Christ, the life we have in God’s family cannot come from us.  Rather, it comes from a God who works faith 
in us.  This faith still works in making hearts still. 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Presiding & Preaching  Pastor Tom Moldenhauer 
Organist Jim Fors 
Ushers Dick Gimbel – Elder, Alan Kemmet – Leader, Dave Gross, Jeff Jensen, Dexter Demaray 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be gracious to us in our weakness 
and give us strength to keep our eyes of faith on your Son, our Savior, in all circumstances; through Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

PASTOR’S WELCOME 

Please stand. 

GATHERING  

 L   In the name of the Father, and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 C   (spoken) Amen.  

OPENING DIALOGUE 

 L   I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will always be on my lips. 

 C   My soul will boast in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and rejoice.  

 L   Glorify the Lord with me;  

 C   let us exalt his name together.  

 L   We are the Lord’s by his free gift of faith;  

 C   Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 

 L   The Lord our Savior answers us with awesome deeds of righteousness,  

 C   who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the 

turmoil of the nations.  

 L   Through faith alone my heart rejoices.  

 C   Praise be to the Rock of my salvation. 

 L   Glorify the Lord with me;  

 C   let us exalt his name together. 

 

 

Both the name of 
our Triune God 
and the sign of 

the cross are 
reminders of 

baptism. 
 
 
 
 

Selected portions 
from the Psalms. 
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OPENING HYMN I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus  | #446 v 1,3,6 

1  I am trusting you, Lord Jesus, Trusting only you, 
Trusting you for full salvation, Free and true. 

3  I am trusting you for cleansing In the crimson flood, 
Trusting you who made me holy By your blood. 

6  I am trusting you, Lord Jesus; Never let me fall. 
I am trusting you forever And for all. 

THE WORD 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 L    Let us pray. 

Pastor says the Prayer of the Day (at the bottom of page 3). 

 C    Amen. 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
Children are invited up front for a brief devotion with Pastor. 

FIRST READING Genesis 15:1-6 

15 After this, the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision:  

“Do not be afraid, Abram.  
I am your shield, 
your very great reward.”  

2 But Abram said, “Sovereign Lord, what can you give me since I remain childless 
and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, 
“You have given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.”  

Faith is only as 
good as the 
object it holds to.  
Trusting Jesus will 
never fail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When God makes 
a promise, follow 
the example of 
Abram and trust 
him.  
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4 Then the word of the Lord came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a 
son who is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and 
said, “Look up at the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”  

6 Abram believed the Lord, and he (the Lord) credited it to him (Abram) as 
righteousness. 

 L   The Word of the Lord. 

 C   Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 33 

 L   5 The Lord loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing 

love.  

 C   18 the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear him, on those whose hope is 

in his unfailing love,  

 L   19 to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.  

 C   20 We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.  

 L   21 In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his holy name.  

 C   22 May your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even as we put our hope in 
you.   

SECOND READING Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

4 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 
discovered in this matter? 2 If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 
something to boast about—but not before God. 3 What does Scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

4 Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
5 However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the 
ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness.  

13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise 
that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by 
faith. 14 For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the 
promise is worthless, 15 because the law brings wrath. And where there is no law 
there is no transgression.  

 

Psalm 33 is a 
liturgy of praise 
to the Lord and 

trust in his power.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Faith is not given 

through the 
works of the law 

but as a gift of 
God’s promise. 
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16 Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be 
guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but 
also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17 As it is 
written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the sight 
of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into 
being things that were not.  

 L   The Word of the Lord. 

 C   Thanks be to God. 

VERSE OF THE DAY Be Still, My Soul  | #415 v 1  

Please stand.  

GOSPEL Luke 18:9-14 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 
everyone else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of 
all I get.’  

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, 
but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’  

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”  

 L  The Gospel of our Lord. 

 C   Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Please be seated.  

HYMN OF THE DAY My Faith Looks Up to Thee  | #402 

SERMON Genesis 15:1-6 

 

All true believers 
turn aside from 
their own works 
and trust in 
Christ for 
forgiveness and 
salvation. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

 C   I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died,  and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

THANK OFFERING 1 Corinthians 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

The members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran join together to do the Lord’s work in Bismarck 
and throughout the world in our church body, the WELS. Guests need not feel obligated 
to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.  

Please help us be a friendly church by taking a moment to fill out the Friendship Register 
located at the end of the pew. 

As the offering is brought to the altar, please stand. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 L  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs.  

Brief silence 

 L  Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the 
globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son who sits at 
your right hand in glory.  

 C   Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.  

 L  Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our 
confusion and demolish our doubts. Destroy the apathy that often attacks 
us. Send your Spirit to strengthen our confidence in your promises and our 
desire to live according to your will.  

 C   Take away our love of sinning and restore us each day by your grace.  

A creed is a 
statement of 
faith.  Creed 

comes from the 
Latin “credo,” 

which means “I 
believe.”  The 

faith God gave us 
willingly, 

publically, and 
regularly 

confesses the 
triune God as 

Lord and Savior. 
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 L  Fill us with honest realism to recognize that your Son may return at any 
time. Cure us of complacency and keep us alert for his coming. Convince us 
that the terrors and troubles around us predict the final days of our world.  

 C   As we wait for Christ, lead us to the comfort of your Word.  

 L  Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for 
life. Help them distinguish between what is passing and eternal, between 
instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare for 
service in the public ministry of the gospel.  

 C   Mold us and move us to be authentic examples for our youth.  

 L  Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer 

us because of the work of your Son Jesus. Give us patient and willing faith 
to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and 
wisdom prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you 
forever. Hear us for Jesus’ sake as we pray the words he taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER Luke 11:1-4; Matthew 6:9-13 

 C  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

CLOSING HYMN Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink  | #405 

Please stand.  

PRAYER  

 L   Gracious God, you have worked faith in our hearts through the power of 

your Word and sacraments.  Continue to keep us strong in faith when there 
is so much pressure to do what is wrong and to believe what is false.  Set 
our hearts at rest in your eternal promises, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 C  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S BLESSING Numbers 6:24-26 

 L   The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and   give you peace. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                        
 
 

 

 
NEXT WEEK: GOD STILL GETS 

First Reading –  Job 1:8-22 
Psalm –  46 
Second Reading –  Revelation 14:6,7 
Gospel –  Matthew 10:32,33 
Hymns –  200 – A Mighty Fortress; 203 – Lord, Keep Us Steadfast; 239 – Glory Be to God the 

Father; 399 – To God Be the Glory; 752 – In Christ Alone  

Next week, for the celebration of the Reformation we acknowledge that God alone deserves the glory for 
the rescue he has accomplished for us. 500 years ago, people were more likely to give glory to their rituals 
and behavior than to God. Today people very interested in how God should glorify us with happiness and 
fulfillment but not so interested in finding happiness and fulfillment in the gifts God has graciously given. 
Therefore, half a millennium later, we still confess that God has saved us in Christ, and we are more than 
happy to thank him by saying, “To God alone be the glory!” Still. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is how God 
has blessed his 

people since the 
time of Moses 

(for about 4,000 
years).  These are 
the final words in 

worship as we 
depart to serve 

with God’s peace 
and power. 
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THIS WEEK 
Today   Choir @ 8am 
 Worship @ 9am  
 Bible Hour @ 10:15am 
Monday  Men’s Faith & Fellowship @ 6:30pm 
Tuesday Elders @ 6pm 
 Council @ 6:30pm 
Wednesday Bible Night @ 6pm 

(Catechism, Women’s, Adult bible 
studies, and child care @ Redeemer) 

Sunday   Choir @ 8am  
 Worship @ 9am  
 Bible Hour @ 10:30am 
 Area Reformation Festival @ 4pm 
 (Redeemer, Mandan) 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 
SERMONS 
Copies of the sermon are available in the 
entryway. 
 
SPECIAL VOTERS’ MEETING RECAP 
Last week, we discussed the council’s proposal to 
put in new windows in the parsonage.  The voters 
decided in favor of the bid from Ressler Siding 
and Windows for double hung windows at the 
cost of $20,000. 
 
NEXT CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
November 12, will be the meeting where we hold 
elections for leadership positions and approve a 
financial ministry plan for 2018. 
 
TRUNK-OR-TREAT 
Remember to sign up at the bulletin board to 
donate candy or decorate your car in our parking 
on October 28.   
 
SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
Today is our last session of A Return to Grace: 
Luther’s Life and Legacy, helping us explore why 
grace alone, faith alone, and Scripture alone is 
still so important.  
 
ALZHEIMER’S PRESENTATION 
Pastor Curt Seefeldt will be here Sunday, 
November 5 to preach and present on 
information that families and friends will want to 
know as they care for a loved one with 
Alzheimer’s disease. A freewill offering will be 
gathered for the continuing ministry of the 
Lutheran Home Association. 
 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS & POINSETTIAS  
Sign up at the bulletin board.  Make checks to 
“Our Saviour’s Mission Society” and give to 
Mariann Lang.  Deadline for wreaths is Oct. 8 and 
for poinsettias, Oct. 29. 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Elsa Icenogle – October 25 

MEALS FOR LENT 
Sign up if you would be willing to organize a meal 
on Wednesdays in Lent (Feb 14-March 21).  A meal 
would need to feed about 40-60 people. 
 
NOVEMBER SERIES 

 

Officially established in 1863, Thanksgiving Day is 
a cherished national holiday, yet we only 
celebrate it once a year. What does that mean for 
the other days? Our next worship series and 
Sunday morning bible study will help you 
recognize the blessings you’ve been given and 
how to live with a spirit of gratitude and 
generosity. 
November 12—Overwhelming Gratitude 
November 19—The Secret to Overwhelming 
Gratitude 
November 23—Overwhelming Generosity and 
Faithfulness  
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

500 years ago, Martin Luther noticed problems in the church.  With an interest in discussing and 
debating those problems, he posted a series of 95 statements on the castle church doors in 
Wittenberg on October 31, 1517. What followed was not Luther’s doing.  God brought about one of 
the most important events this world has ever scene.  The effects of the Lutheran Reformation 
still stand 500 years later. 
 
As Lutherans, we carry on the heritage of Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Scripture Alone. In this 500th 
Anniversary year since the posting of the 95 Theses we celebrate that heritage with a festival 
service at Redeemer in Mandan. Prof. James Danell, German professor from Martin Luther College 
will be our guest preacher for the worship service. 
 
A supper and fellowship will be held after worship. Redeemer is providing the meat entrée. You 
are invited to bring a side dish or dessert to share as we celebrate together. 

 

October 29  
Redeemer, Mandan 

4pm 


